OUR CIVILIZATION

Everyooe admits that our civilization is very
enL There are some pious people who believe
it is millions of years old. Scholars and his-
torians without yielding to this daim of theirs
have admitted that it is several thousand years
okL It would not be helpful to compare this
civilization of ours with the other civilizations of
the wodd; but it cannot be denied that Indian
civilization is older than the Egyptian or the
Assyrian or the Chinese civilizations. If there
*fcs any doubt about it, it has been dispelled
by the finds at Mohenjo-daro in the T<arkana
district in SiixL The very fact that it has en-*
dxired all these years shows that it has something
unique about it Sir Mohammad Iqbal, an Indian
poet of great feme, once wrote a stirring poem in
Which he said* " Egypt and Greece and Rome,
*here are they now? There is something which
*B*kes us (India) lire up to this day/'

It is really remarkable that this civilization of
<**rs, in spite of its many yean*, is still vital. Sir
S. Rttlhakrishnan ooce said in a speech that
the other cmlizatioes had come and gone,
cmtizatkiQ and that of China were stifl there.
are, however, not mere curiosities but are
ftifi of mflnrnre for good. Our civilization
emHoe a tag tree which, though very old,
feto stffl green km^ bears fruit, and gives shelter

civilizatkHi is great in another wav: it is